18th to 22nd week of gestation (second trimester of gestation)
was more intense in the mesenchymal portal tissue and the extending sinusoids (averaged: 53±18.7 cells/mm 2 ; range 30-90 cells/mm 2 ) (Fig. 2d ). Comparing the two trimesters at the level of CD34, we also found a statistically significant difference (P=0.018) favouring the second trimester. No significant quantitative differences concerning megakaryopoiesis (averaged: 3.5±0.26 cells/mm 2 ; range 2.5-4.1 cells/mm 2 ) (Fig. 2e) was observed between the two trimesters. Finally, a slight elevation was observed for the B lymphopoietic lineage (averaged: 4.52±0.48 cells/mm 2 ; range 3.9-5.3 cells/mm 2 ) ( Fig. 2f) , while single cells expressing T-cell-specific/characteristic antigens were detected in the perivascular connective tissue in the portal triads and around the central veins ( Table 2) .
The distinction was confirmed by double immunostaining with FN and haematopoietic markers (myeloperoxidase, glycophorin C, CD34 (Qbend 10) and CD20), which demonstrated mutually exclusive expression on the two cell types (i.e., co-expression of either FN and erythroid series, or FN and myeloid series, or FN and stromal progenitors cells, or FN and B-lymphoid cells) in a total of 20 cases (Fig. 3) . In the original version of the article, at p. 119, some data reported in Table 2 and in the Results section were incorrect. The correct Table and text follow below. The Authors regret the error.
